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Efficiently using APIC UI to 
manage your ACI fabric
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Challenging!

Overwhelming!

Time!

Daunting!
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Agenda
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• Introduction

• Onboarding

• Configuration

• Visibility & Monitoring 

• Q&A

• Summary
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“Engineering is the art of making 
the complex simple.” 

- Unknown
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3 Pillars of User Experience
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Simplicity Usability Time to Value



Enter your personal notes here

Questions? 
Use Cisco Webex App to chat 
with the speaker after the session

Find this session in the Cisco Live Mobile App

Click “Join the Discussion”

Install the Webex App or go directly to the Webex space

Enter messages/questions in the Webex space

How

Webex spaces will be moderated 
until February 24, 2023.

1

2

3

4
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Cisco Webex App 
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Which version of ACI is running in 
your Data Center or lab?

1) 4.x or older

2) 5.x

3) Exploring ACI
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1. Onboarding
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Cluster bring-up

Fabric Setup

1a

1b
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Current Onboarding
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Cluster bring-up1a

9

• 6 form factors and 3 workflows 

• CLI based (13 questions)

• More questions added with each 

release

• Dynamic user input

• Error prone
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New Onboarding
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Cluster bring-up1a

10

• Login to APIC Console

• CLI based (3 questions)

• Launch UI

Available from *6.0.2
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New Onboarding
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Cluster bring-up1a

11



© 2023  Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.   Cisco Public 12BRKDCN-2659

Let’s look at a quick Demo! Cluster bring-up1a
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Onboarding
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Cluster bring-up

Fabric Setup

1a

1b
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What is it?
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Fabric Setup1b

Common day-1 

policies in one place.
Intent based

Incorporate best 

practices
Re usable
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Fabric Setup 1b
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Display discovered switch list
2. Discovered switch registration
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Two-click and one user input requested
2. Specify ASN for MP-BGP and select spines
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Redundancy
2. Consistency
3. Flexibility
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Remote switch management
2. Two-clicks and one user input requested
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Name resolution for external connectivity
2. Provide DNS and UI will configure the rest
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Fabric Setup 1b
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Clock synchronization across your fabric
2. Provide NTP Server IP and you are done
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Fabric Setup 1b

Configure if services require outside reachability
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Fabric Setup 1b

1. Single place to review and configure 
recommended best practices
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ONBOARDING

Cluster Bring-up

Fabric Setup

1

1a

1b
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ONBOARDING

Cluster Bring-up

Fabric Setup

1

1a

1b
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ONBOARDING1

CONFIGURATION2
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CONFIGURATION2

Setup vPC

Deploy Application

2a

2b

Setup external 
connectivity

Setup Security

2c

2d
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VLAN Pool       ASetup vPC
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DomainBSetup vPC
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vPC Policy 
GroupCSetup vPC
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101-102

Interface & SwitchesD

Scroll

Setup vPC
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Interface Policies
(Config workflow)

C

Setup vPC

33
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Setup vPC

VLAN Pool

Domain

A

B

Interface PoliciesC

2a

Interface & SwitchD
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CONFIGURATION2

Setup vPC

Deploy Application

2a

2b

Setup external 
connectivity

Setup Security

2c

2d
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Deploy Application2b

Create Tenant &
VRF

Create Bridge
Domain

A

B

Deploy ApplicationC
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Create Tenant &
VRF A
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Create Bridge Domain B
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Create Bridge Domain B
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Create Application C
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CONFIGURATION2

Setup vPC

Deploy Application

2a

2b

Setup external 
connectivity

Setup Security

2c

2d
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Setup external 
connectivity
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Create L3 Domain

Configure Interface

A

B

Create L3OutC

2c
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Create L3 Domain A

43
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Configure Interface B



© 2023  Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.   Cisco Public 45BRKDCN-2659

Create L3 Out                     C
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Create L3 Out C
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Create L3 Out C
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Advertise Routes 

BRKDCN-2659
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CONFIGURATION2

Setup vPC

Deploy Application

2a

2b

Setup external 
connectivity

Setup Security

2c

2d
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Setup Security 2d
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Setup Security 2d
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CONFIGURATION2

Setup vPC

Deploy Application

2a

2b

Setup external 
connectivity

Setup Security

2c

2d
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CONFIGURATION2

Setup vPC

Deploy Application

2a

2b

Setup external 
connectivity

Setup Security

2c

2d
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ONBOARDING1

CONFIGURATION2

VISIBILITY/MONITORING
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VISIBILITY/MONITORING

Fabric Monitoring

Capacity Dashboard

Security

Smart Topology
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Fabric Monitoring | Health & Alerts
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Fabric Monitoring | show ip bgp neighbors
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Fabric Monitoring | show ip interface brief
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Fabric Monitoring | Operational Tab
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Fabric Monitoring | Initial Tab & Bookmarks
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Fabric Monitoring | Initial Tab & Bookmarks
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Capacity Dashboard
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Capacity Dashboard
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View by EPG or Contract

Security
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Security
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• Interactive

• Faster load time

• Scalability

• Near real time

• Easy to read and 
understand

• Dazzling and delightful
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Topology
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Topology
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Topology



© 2023  Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.   Cisco Public 69BRKDCN-2659

Add-ons!
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ONBOARDING1

CONFIGURATION2

VISIBILITY/MONITORING

SOFTWARE UPGRADES
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APIC Upgrade
Install Workflow

71

Import

Firmware 
Check

System 
Check

Install

Image 
Download

Image 
Verification

Image 
Distribution

Compatibility
Check

Feature 
Check

Protocol
Check

Device Check
Fault
Check

Connectivity
Check

Install 
Firmware

Data 
Conversion

System 
Reboot

SOFTWARE UPGRADES
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APIC Upgrade SOFTWARE UPGRADES

BRKDCN-2659
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Pre-upgrade Check
SOFTWARE UPGRADES
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Fabric (Switches) Upgrade
Install Workflow
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Import

Firmware 
Check

System 
Check

Install

Compatibility
Check

Feature 
Check

Protocol
Check

Device Check
Fault
Check

Connectivity
Check

Install 
Firmware

Reboot 
Switch

SOFTWARE UPGRADES

Switch 
Download

Image 
Verification

Report Status

BRKDCN-2659
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SOFTWARE UPGRADES
Fabric (Switches) Upgrade
Image download
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ONBOARDING1

CONFIGURATION2

VISIBILITY/MONITORING

SOFTWARE UPGRADES
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Send us Feedback!!
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Summary
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Summary
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Complete your Session Survey

• Please complete your session survey 
after each session. Your feedback 
is important.

• Complete a minimum of 4 session 
surveys and the Overall Conference 
survey (open from Thursday) to 
receive your Cisco Live t-shirt. 

• All surveys can be taken in the Cisco Events Mobile App or 
by logging in to the Session Catalog and clicking the 
"Attendee Dashboard” at
https://www.ciscolive.com/emea/learn/sessions/session-catalog.html
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https://www.ciscolive.com/emea/learn/sessions/session-catalog.html
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Agenda
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Visit the On-Demand Library for more sessions 
at ciscolive.com/on-demand.

Attend any of the related sessions at the DevNet, 
Capture the Flag, and Walk-in Labs zones.

Visit the Cisco Showcase for related demos.

Book your one-on-one Meet the Engineer meeting.

Continue Your Education

https://www.ciscolive.com/on-demand.html


Thank you





Appendix
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Deploy EPG
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Deploy EPG

BRKDCN-2659
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Access Policies

• To configure fabric access 
parameters

• One place to see all 
configured ports and 
switches

• Workflow to configure and 
convert ports and switch 
controls
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Steps for configuring an interface
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Select node(s)
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Consistent node selection 
with advance filters
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Pre-login banner
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Capacity Dashboard

BRKDCN-2659

To change the scale 
configuration per leaf 
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Cluster Management

• Expanding fabric for more scale / location

• Add standby nodes for redundancy

• Migration from one generation  to another

• Troubleshooting

• No more CLI inputs, configure CIMC and start adding APICs in UI
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Cluster Management
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Event Analytics
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Operation visibility
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Show interface
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Interface Operational data

BRKDCN-2659

1. Show Usage  shows 
usage statistics

2. Right click on interface 
to deploy static EPG




